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0ld Freight Building to be Railroad Museum

Isn't this a headline that you would
like to see on the front page of the San
Luis Obispo County Telegram Tribune,
on the New Times, or as the lead story
on KSBYTV news? It can happen.
Read on.

The City of San Luis Obispo is pur-
chasing the property at the Railroad
Station which includes the 1893
Southern Pacific Railroad freight
warehouse, The warehouse will be n-
cluded in the master plan for the
Railroad District. The passenger
station has been rehabilitated and is
being used by Amtrak; the old steam
locomotive water tank is being re-
furbished and the Railway Express
Agency building is still standing. All of
these form a base for a great rilroad
theme area and museum.

Sounds great doesn't it? It won't
happen unless you get involved! The
City of San Luis Obispo will not include
any arca to be set aside for historic
displays like railroad cars, locomotives
or any other mailroad paraphemnalia
unless you ask them to.

City officials, including Mayor Allen
Settle and Community Development
Director Amold Jonas are receptive o
the idea of including areas for historic
displays. The City Promotional Coor-
dinating Committee, responsible for
tourism promotion, has endorsed the
idea. We will ask the Cultural Heritage
Commission for their endorsement
also. But it must be requested by a
group of people willing to follow
through with the establishment of a
museum to preserve San Luis Obispo’s
railroad history.

Years ago a steam locomotive was
offered to the City and the City declin-
ed to take it. What a mistake! Don't
let this happen agam. The freight
warehouse is waiting to be restored
and a caboose is already in town
waiting to be moved to this location.

1587 Southarn Pacific Frepht Warehouse viewed from the Jemnifer Streed Bridee

Preserving History in the Railroad District

The San Luis Obispo Railroad Museom is
an educational organization composed of
people interested in preserying history. lis
poal is to preserve the railroad listory of San
Luis Obispo and the Central Coast through
preservation, restoration and operation of
historic railroad equipment.

The San Luis Obispo Rallroad Museum
(SLORREM) is currently a division of the non-
profit {5010(c)3] Avila Valley Raflway Museum
Because of this legal non-profit status,
SLORRM can accept tay deductible dona-
tions of money or historic artifacts,  All
members of the musenm are wlunteers

The City of San Luis Obispo has shown
its appreciation for the history of radroading
by the preservation of the Southern Pacific
passenger station and the old water tank,
The City Council will soon decide an the
adoption of a Railroad [hstrict Master Plan.
The proposed plan includes the railroad vard
and a Multi-modal Transportation Facility to
be built on adjoining land to be purchased
by the city. The Multi-modal Facility will have
bus and taxi loading areas and 3 large park
ing area for Amtrak passengers. SLORRM
asks 1o be included n this plan.

Sitting on the parcel to be purchased by
the City is an historic Southern Pacific freight
warehouse. It is the poal of SLOREM to
restore this freight warehouse for use as a
Railroad Museum and to construct railrosd
track an non-vital portions of the facility for
the purpose of displaying and operating
historic rmilroad locomotives and cars, This
can be accomplished without disruption to
the transportation facility as it would be
located in areas not nsed by cars or busses

and would be operated an weekends when
the facility has minimal traffic

The track will start ar 8 location near the
north end of the freight warehouse parallel
to Santa Barbara Street. Il will proceed
south onto Union Paciclic Ratlroad property
and follow an abandoned railroad nght-of way
into the Emily Street arca. Several spur
tracks can be laid for displaving ralroad cars
and equipment and as work areas fos
restoration purposes. Located on this street
15 approximately 150 feet of milroad track
owned by the City

Phase 1 of the project will inchide restora-
tion of the freight warehouse and the laying
of track at the warehouse and Emdly Street
areas,

Phase 2 will include extension of the track
onto Union Pacific property to connect with
their team track, This will fcilitate the
maovement of armving muscewm eguipment
onto museum tracks. Another display track
will be constructed south along the raillroad
right-of-way, parallel to Emily Street.

Phase 3 continues with an extension of
this track southward to the site where Lhe
radroad roundhouse stood, Here numerous
rail cars and locomotives can be displaved on
the actual tracks that were inside the roun-
dhouse. When the roundhouse was
demolished, many of the tracks were left in
place along with inspection pits and the con-
crete and bnick foundation.

This museum will educate and entertain
local citizens and tourists, benefitting our
local economy by making it a destination for
the large group of tourists known as Railfans.



al A\ LEGEND

= CITY PROPERTY

] UNION PACIFIC
PROPERTY

| PRIVATE PROPERTY
O CITY STREETS

B PHASE 1

B PHASE 2

B PHASE 3

BUSHNELL




Railroad Museum will bring tourists

The additton of The San Lus Ohispo
Ralroad Museum will greatly enhance the
City’s attraction as a tourist destination,
There are approximately a quarter of a
million peaple in the United States known
a5 ratlfuns, who travel around the coun-
try visiting railroad museums and tourist
rallways. Many of these are retirees who
travel during the week in the off season,
not just in summer. There are three ma-
jor magazines: Trams, Railfan and Rail
Classtes that cater to this group. Accor-
ding to a source at Karlfan, these people
spend on average, $40 per day just at the
museums, gift shops and tourist railways,
This idoes not include what they spend at

motels, restaurants, gas stations and local
stores. The State of California already has
many taldroad muscums and  wounsi
raitways that bnng Railfans into the state.
There is the State Ralroad Museam, m
d Town Sacramento; @ state owned
Railroad park and tourist traim at
Jamestown, in Gold Rush Country; The
Partala Raillroad Museum, northeast ol
Sacramento: amnd the Dunsmur Ratlrosd
Park, near Mount Shasta, to name a few,
All of these attractions are doing a boom
g busmess. Mdding a musewm m San L
Obispo would provide another reason lor
these tounsts to come to Califorma and
stop m our ity

Footbridge Over Tracks opens

an dl si uuuu \MAAALAL lmmmﬂi’_’;il "

Jemnefer Street fonthridee

The long anticipated footbndge over the
rallroad tracks connecting Osos Street and
the downtown area with Jennifer Streer
and the Terrace Hill neighborhoods was
officially opened Friday, March 6th, The
1.3 million span now provides a way for

pedesirisng and bicyelists to safely cross
the railroad tracks. Ao added benefit, pro-
hably ot envisioned by the planners, is that
the bridge 15 an excellent place for Railfans
to view and photograph trams.

at 7817170,

For more information regarding the San Luis Obispo
Railroad Museum contact:

Brad LaRose...cqonisaeissrmensrmes (messages) 461-3456
Karl Hovanitz . .. ............ (daytime) 5447658 FAX H44-7675
Bill Pyper ...-..is<. (days) 543-2259 or FAX (24 hrs.) 543-9262

For more information regarding the Railroad District Master Plan
contact the City of San Lus Obispo County Development Department

T Koweal Mrsneres

City to Fund
Sculpture for
Railroad Square

The City of San Lws Olspo has com:
mutted SH0000 n matching funmds o create
& sculpture that Wlustrates the importance
of mailroads 10 local higtory, recognizing
the workers, and recognizmg the efforts
af the Chinese community in making the

‘imon roads’" @ reality.

The sculpture, created by Elizabeth
MacQueen, ternationally  renowned
artst, who resides in San Luis Obispo, waill
be placed in the waffic arcle where Osos
Street enters Railroad Square

Altho Llhh the ity has allocated $50,000,
anuther 875,000 must be mmised to com-
plete 1h1 project. Anyone wishing to make
u donation may do so by sending it to; Iron
Eoad Pioneers, PO, Box 13455, San Lus
Obispo, CA 83406. For more information,
telephone 805-543-4493, Rax 543-8154 or
E-mal: macgsculpt@acl.com.

Timetable

March 25, 7:00 pm
Planning Commission Meeting
City Hall
990 Palm Street, SLO

April 9, 7:00 pm
SLORRM Meeting
Amtrak Station, SLO

April 21, 7:00 pm
City Council Meeting

City Hall
990 Palm Street, SLO




